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On a warm April evening, the Plume
School in Maldon stepped back to the
1970s as the ABBA tribute band, Abba
Gold, played a concert to raise some
money, money, money for The Marble
Project.

The Marble Project news and developmenrt“s

T°'S OUR 5"
BIRTHDAY!

It’s hard to believe that The Marble Project is now 5 years old. When we started we had
modest ambitions to raise a thousand pounds to treat the kids and old folks to a few small
luxuries. Now here we are, having raised tens of thousands of pounds which has enabled not
just a few luxury items to be bought but whole rooms to be refurbished.
We asked our past and present Chairmen for their thoughts.

The hall was full of three hundred old and
new Abba fans - many in their disco outfits
—as Abba Gold took to the stage. From the
opening bars of Dancing Queen, they
captivated the crowd.

Cur friends Gerry and Mims
shared the stage with Abba Gold

The bar was provided by the OAKhouse
and people could buy pots and bracelets
made by the children in Bulgaria who have
been helped by The Marble Project.

Thanks to the generosity of everyone who
joined us on the night, the concert raised
£3,154 which helped us to replace the fifty
year old toilets at Bobbi’s Home.

A highlight of the evening was when two
special guests from Bulgaria, Mims (our lead
contact) and Gerry (our translator), then
went on stage to present flowers to the
band.

The band delighted their fans with more
ABBA hits before finally finishing with the
favourite Thank You for the Music and a
final chorus of Dancing Queen.

Please note that Mims and Gerry’s visit was
paid for privately - not from The Marble
Project’s funds.

OLFING SUCCESS

Tony Clifford (Chairman 2006-2010) - Just over five years ago | visited Berkovitsa
in Northern Bulgaria and | was stunned at what | saw. Our main focus was the local
children’s orphanage but we also visited the old people’s home and another children’s
home a few miles away. Every one of these Institutions shocked me to my roots as |

Our fifth annual Golf Day on [7th May hours slashing and hacking his way through

the undergrowth (he may still be therel).
The results were very close... but in the
end Paul Crawley’'s team was triumphant
and the individual prize went to Tony Davis
of AMD Electrical. Thank you to everyone
who took part: much fun was had by all and
the event raised £1,504.

was a big success! We managed to
avoid the rain yet again as thirty keen
golfers got together at the Burnham-
on-Crouch Golf Course to raise
money for The Marble Project. The
ten teams played a few games of Texas
Scramble in the morning followed by

lunch before the serious competition began
in the afternoon.

There was a mixed range of abilities
amongst the players and the course was a
challenge for us all. Stuart Lund visited
almost every bunker and will be bringing his
bucket and spade along next year!! Tim
Hull spent no time on the fairways but four

could not believe how these people and children were living. Young children with cleft
palates were treated as though they were mentally ill when all they needed was a
simple operation that cost as little as £100. Their life was a desperate misery when it
need not have been. | decided there and then that | would do something.

Fortunately, | was lucky that on the same trip were two like-minded individuals — Paul
Crawley and Ken Thompson. Over a drink one evening we discussed their

Bonfire Bar‘:’é .-Q:
Sat 19 November

at 7pm
| Entry by ticket only:

predicament and the result was The Marble Project, a charity where people really get
involved and ensure that things happen. As the charity’s first Chairman | am proud that we got everything
started and navigated the interesting route to full charity status. | handed over the chairmanship to Richard Rae
(the main thrust behind gaining that full charity status), ably assisted by Ken Thompson as secretary and the
powerhouse that is Paul Crawley, who has great skill when it comes to raising funds for each of the very
worthy projects that Marbles now takes on. Here's to the next five years!

Adults £8
Children /
Concessions £5
Includes hot food &
entertainment!

ur fifth birthday with a
| Party in July. Thank you to
 the parents of one of our
‘Alex Boggis, who let us use
nety friends of the charity
ere entertained by Dave
singing with his son, Danny,
songwriter, Rushmore. £800 was
raised from tickets, a raffle, competitions and
delicious cupcakes!

Richard Rae (Current Chairman) - Where do | start? Some four years ago, my
wife Penny met up with an old work mate, who, after we all had a splendid dinner,
converted us to join Marbles on a trip to Berkovitsa. Thanks Paul C! What we saw on
that first trip was both heart-breaking and inspiring. We saw that, for very little money,
we could make a real difference to the children, old people, and mentally challenged
people in and around that town. We were also determined to fill a niche not filled by
other charities. We not only got our hands dirty, but made a lot of time to cuddle the
kids, ‘chat’ to the old people and organise ‘Fun Days’ at the Institutions. Over the years
of many repeat trips we have made lots of friends both in the Municipality Offices and
all the Institutions we have helped. | am very proud to be Chairman of such a unique
and intimate charity.

Venue: Asheldham,
near Southminster
For tickets call

Paul Crawley on
07884 251320

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE MARI

If you would like to hear about our events and receive this newsletter, please call Paul Crawley on 07884 251320 or send an email
with your name to PaulCrawley@foremostfinancial.net and we will add you to our mailing list. Thank you!

www.themarbleproject.co.uk i
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LOOK AT WHAT YOU’VE
HELPED US TO ACHIEVE!

Thanks to the generous support that you have given to us over
the past 5 years, we have raised around £50,000 which has
enabled us to achieve far more than we could possibly have
hoped when we set up The Marble Project. Here is a list of

MEET OUR FRIENDS
IN BULGARIA

Ivan Ivanov is the Deputy Mayor of Berkovitsa in Bulgaria. His job involves
preparing projects for the EU and overseeing many departments in the

some of the many projects that we have undertaken:

Bobbi’s Home for the Disabled
* Bought new playground equipment
* Replaced the ancient toilets

Bistralitsa Old Folks Home

* Created a covered outdoor seating area

* Installed a new shower room and hydrotherapy bath
* Installed a new TV and sound-system to engage and
stimulate the residents

Nelli’s Children’s Home ‘Luba Tenava’

* Installed a new toilet

* Decorated rooms

* Paid for a psychologist to work with disabled children
for 3 months

Baby Orphanage in Montana
* Bought a walking frame for the kids with Cerebral Palsy
* Bought a fridge to store their fresh food

We also:
* Bought a car for the doctors’ surgery to enable home visits
* Collect Christmas boxes so that every child at
each home has a present each year
* Paid for a video to promote fostering in the local area
* Took the children to Sofia Zoo for a fun day out
* Provided art and craft materials
* Hold Annual Fun Days for all of the children,
orphans and townsfolk

Thanks to our friends who have given us
toys and donated clothes for the old folks,
children and babies.

WHAT’S IN
A NAME?

Tony Clifford and his colleague
Caroline Dyer came up with ‘The
Marble Project’. They wanted
something memorable and catchy
and marbles have amused children
worldwide for decades. We all love
the name and Caroline’s excellent
logo design!

Milena ‘Mims’ Niaolova has
worked with The Marble
Project since it started. Initially
acting as a translator, Mims is
now a project manager for us.
She liaises with the local
organisations that we support
and supervises all of our
activities in Berkovitsa.

Born in 1984, she studied
English and biology and
originally wanted to be a
pathologist before becoming a

municipality and he has been working with The Marble Project from the
very beginning. Having worked in social services for ten years before serving
eight years as deputy mayor, he knows everyone and so, when we have a
problem, it’s Ivan that we turn to.

Born in 1965, Ivan is married with two children: Steeliana, who is at university
and helps us with translating, and Kiara, who is at primary school. A natural
comedian, Ivan is always telling jokes. His hobbies are fishing and walking and
in his free time he impresses us with his homemade rekin (the local firewater!)
and his amazing home-grown blueberries!

We rely on Ivan a lot. He spends hours working for us (all unpaid of course)
and we totally trust his judgement. Whether we need a field mowed for an
event or a wheelchair delivered, we know that Ivan can sort it! Ivan says he
enjoys being ‘the middleman’ for The Marble Project as it’s a challenge to
find compromises that will cut through bureaucracy to complete our projects
within budget.

THANK YOU TO
OUR CORPORATE
SUPPORTERS

We are really grateful to all of the
organisations that support us
including:

* Steve Osborne
at Maldon Crystal Salt Company

Stuart and Alex Robinson

project manager for the municipality in the environmental / at Sonic Rail Services
construction department. She has a four year old son called Bobby and

loves listening to rock music.

Mims really enjoys working with The Marble Project and likes our
positive attitude: we have a laugh as we get the work done!

“The Marble Project has really become part of Berkovitsa”, she says.
“When | see the kids smile, | know that we have made a difference to

their lives.”

Andy and Kim Glibbery
at Ace Contracts

OAKhouse bar café
Blue Tiger Marketing

Inchcape Volkswagen Chelmsford
Bushby Contracts Limited
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